GROUNDWATER IN THE GEF AND
COOPERATION WITH UNESCO-IHP

Since 1999 efforts have been made in the IW Focal Area
to fill a major gap in GEF portfolio relative to
groundwater and aquifers. During the early 2000’s, the
GEF Secretariat and the GEF Implementing Agencies have
been working cooperatively to analyse opportunities for
projects that would promote a new approach to
groundwater management, better integrated with land
use planning, ecosystems protection and basin
management. Thanks to this cooperation a number of
highly representative projects have entered the GEF
portfolio, and the GEF has come to the forefront as the
leading funding institution in the field of transboundary
groundwater.

In 2003 the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP),
in dialogue with the GEF Secretariat, identified
groundwater as a priority for its 2003-5 Work Program.
This has led to the establishment of a highly successful
cooperation with UNESCO’s International Hydrological
Program (IHP) and its global long-term initiative

to promote assessments and scientific collaboration on
transboundary aquifers — the International Shared
Aquifer Resources Management Initiative (ISARM).

STAP urged GEF to catalyze the integration of
groundwater issues into the global dialogue on water
and to encourage the efforts, led by United Nations
International Law Commission (UNILC) and UNESCO-IHP,
to promote the implementation of the UNGA Resolutions
on the ‘Law of Transboundary Aquifers’ and their
annexed Draft Articles.

As a consequence of this sustained effort,

the Recommendations of the Fifth Replenishment of
the GEF Trust Fund included a special focus on, and a
specific mention of groundwater as part of the first

Strategic Objective of the International Waters focal area.

This growing realization of the critical role of
groundwater in sustaining human development and
ecosystems has led to the inclusion in the third phase of
IW LEARN of a substantial effort to strengthen
groundwater consideration in the GEF IW portfolio

of projects.
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COOPERATION IN ACTION

The UN General Assembly declared 2013 the Internation-
al Year of Water Cooperation (led by UNESCO on behalf
of UN-Water) and 2014 as the International Year of Small
Island Developing States (SIDS) - to put a spotlight on the
special needs of island nations.

Transboundary waters and fragile ecosystems are at the
heart of the messages promoted by these two global
celebrations - as international cooperation, in particular
about transboundary aquifers, is essential to achieve the
sustainable, peaceful and integrated management of
water resources (groundwater, marine and fresh surface
waters) and to ensure water security for all.

The activities carried out by UNESCO-IHP in the frame-
work of the IW:LEARN Project are inscribed among the
contributing events to the International Year of Water
Cooperation (2013) and the International Year of SIDS
(2014).
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IW LEARN AND UNESCO-IHP ACTIONS ON GROUNDWATER 2011 - 2014
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